
PRICE FIETY CENTS 





ITS MANUFACTURES AND COMMERCE. 117 

Dr. llVatlianiel T. Green—BornTn Halifax County, Virginia, and removed to 
Danville while still quite yonng. He studied medicine with the elder Dr. Fatten. 
Taught school, at the Danville Male Academy, under Levi Holbrook. Went to Phila. 
delphia, and returned here to practice medicine with Dr. Patton. He was a man of such 
remarkably quick perception of disease and had acquired so thorough a knowledge of the 
theory and practice of medicine, that he became one of the most eminent physicians in 
this district. He had a large family—several daughters and three sons. 0( the latter, 
two became physicians and one a lawyer, afterwards a Judge of the Circuit Court. Dur-
ing the war he was held as a hostage by the Federals for several months to secure the 
safety of a man arrested in Pittsylvania County. His youngest son. Dr. James C. Green, 
who died early this year (1885), became, like his father, the leading physician of this sec­
tion of country. The only surviving son of Dr. N. T. Green, is Judge Ber ryman Green, 
of the firm of Green & Miller, Attoineys-at-Law, practicing in Danville. 

liCVi Holbrook—A native of Massachusetts. After his father's death. came 
South and settled near Cunningham's Store, North Carolina. Came to Danville in 1817 
and established the Danville Male Academy, at which most of the young men of that 
day were educated. Was the first teacher of high character that ever settled in Danville. 
In 1825 gave up the Male Academy and established the Danville Female Academy, which 
became the most prominent female seminary in this section. He was a man of great en­
ergy and public spirit, and made a success of all his undertakings. He invested his 
money so wisely as to become a rich man. He -^as a strict disciplinarian and fully be­
lieved, with Solomon, in the free application of the rod, as some of the surviving " old 
boys" can testify. He retired from the Academy in 1833, leaving it with a high name 
and in excellent condition. He left one son, now a resident of New York. 

ThomitH D. Weal—Born near Spring Garden, Pittsylvania County, Va., on Oc 
tober 29th, 1812. His mother was the daughter of Capt. Mastin Williams, one of Dan­
ville's earliest settlers,-who built the old Exchange Hotel and was owner of the first grist 
and saw mills ever erected in the town. This property be bequeathed to his sons James 
Mastin Williams, Jr., and Robert W. Williams, with whom their nephew, Thomas D. 
Neal, remained for several years and acquired a knowledge of the milling business. He 
subsequently became salesman in the grocery and dry goods store also owned by his 
uncles, who admitted him to partnership in 1833, at which time the firm built and occu­
pied the two brick stores on Main Street, opposite Craghead, now occupied by Robert 
Brydon and W. H. Rice & Co. The firm had also a branch store at Madison, N. C, and 
continued in business several years, during which they manifested great enterprise and 
public spirit. The junior partner, Mr. Neal, was specially noted for his energy and busi­
ness push. The firm established a regular line of batteaux between Madison, N. C, via 
Danville, to Weldon, N. C, connecting at the latter place with the Petersburg Railroad. 
This line carried all the freight to and from this whole section of country, aud afforded 
the only means of transportation. After a long and successful business career, this firm 
was overtaken by the reverses which befell the whole country, during Gen. Jackson's ad­
ministration—the result, probably, of his "sub-treasury scheme" and the bitter war he 
waged against the old United States Bank. Rallying from the blow with characteristic 
pluck, Mr. Neal, in 1835, engaged in business on his own account as tobacco auctioneer, 
of which he had a monopoly for several years. In 1838 he began manufacturing tobacco, 
and associated with him, subsequently, as partners, Josiah Wills, of Norfolk, Banister 
Anderson, of Pittsylvania County, and Thompson Coleman, of Danville, with whom he 
continued the business till 1857. After the dissolution of this partnership Mr. Neal con­
tinued manufacturing tobacco alone till the war broke out in 1861. In 1853, while still 
a tobacco manufacturer, Mr. Neal established a steamboat line to run on Dan River be­
tween Danville and South Boston, the point to which the Richmond ft Danville Railroad 
had then been constructed. Only one steamboat was put upon The line and it proved 
quite a success. It was discontinued when the railroad was completed to Danville. The 
"skipper" of this boat was an old colored boatman named Billy Mitchell, who still sur­
vives. Mr. Neal was also a contractor for completing the railroad from New Ferry to 
Danville, in making the road-bed, furnishing the ties, &c. His earnest interest in all 
works of internal improvement likely to benefit Danville, was manifested by his active 
par.icipation in every wise scheme of that kind ever proposed. He was one of the earli­
est and most zealous advocates of the construction of the Richmond & Danville Railroad 
and a subscriber to its original capital stock, while to his influence with the people was 
largely due the liberal subscription to it made by the Town in its corporate capacity. 
Upon the reorganization of the Company after the war, Mtr Neal was elected by th« 
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stockholders C h a i r m a n o f the E x a m i n i n g B o a r d , whose du ty i t w a s to inspect the r o a d 
a n n u a l l y f rom R i c h m o n d to C h a r l o t t e , N . C , i n c l u d i n g i ts l eased l i n e s to G o l d s b o r o a n d 
other po ints . M r . N e a l w a s e lected a m e m b e r of the first T o w n C o u n c i l o f D a n v i l l e , 
a n d served as C o u n c i l m a n a g a i n a n d a g a i n t i l l the b r e a k i n g out of the w a r i n l 8 6 r . I t 
w a s due to h i s exer t ions that the measure for l i g h t i n g the streets w i t h l a m p s w a s first 
passed, together w i t h severa l other p u b l i c i m p r o v e m e n t s . H e w a s a p r o m i n e n t a n d ac ­
t ive m e m b e r of the M a s o n i c F r a t e r n i t y a n d a m e m b e r of the B u i l d i n g C o m m i t t e e of the 
M a s o n i c T e m p l e . H e w a s also C h a i r m a n of the B u i l d i n g C o m m i t t e e of the R o a n o k e 
F e m a l e Co l lege . B u t i t w a s as a m e m b e r of the tobacco trade of D a n v i l l e that he stood 
out most p r o m i n e n t l y . T h e present warehouse sys tem, to w h i c h the T o w n m a i n l y owes i ts 
prosper i ty , w a s i n a u g u r a t e d by h i m at N e a l ' s W a r e h o u s e i n 1858. (See page 34, o«/e). 
W h e n the w a r b r o k e out, a l though past the age o f enforced m i l i t a r y se rv ice , M r . N e a l 
took a n ac t ive par t i n the form.ation of the H o m e G u a r d , o f w h i c h c o m p a n y he w a s 
e lec ted O r d e r l y Sergeant . T h e s e ve terans w e r e never c a l l e d in to ac t i ve serv ice , but M r . 
N e a l j o i n e d " t h e boys" i n the field as a n independent vo lunteer , a n d , as such, w a s p res ­
ent at the first bat t le of M a n a s s a s . L a t e r i n the w a r he spent m u c h t i m e w i t h the 
br igade to w h i c h most o f the D a n v i l l e troops w e r e a t tached . W h e n peace w n s restored 
he r e m o v e d to R i c h m o n d , w h e r e he es tab l ished h i m s e l f as a T o b a c c o C o m m i s s i o n M e r ­
c h a n t , w h i c h business he pursued u n t i l h i s death, w h i c h occur red on J u n e 21st, 1884. H e 
w a s b u r i e d i n H o l l y w o o d C e m e t e r y . H i s w i d o w a n d a l l h is s u r v i v i n g f a m i l y n o w reside 
i n R i c h m o n d , except t w o sons, J a m e s M . a n d J o h n C . N e a l , a n d one daughter , M r s . P . 
W . F e r r e l l , w h o s t i l l c a l l D a n v i l l e the i r home. 

Capt . J a m e s M. W i l l i a m s — B o r n i n P i t t s y l v a n i a C o u n t y , V i r g i n i a , i n 1802. 
S e t t l e d i n D a n v i l l e i n 1820. I n connect ion w i t h h i s brother , R o b e r t W . W i l l i a m s , i n ­
h e r i t e d the grist a n d s a w - m i l l s then n e w l y erected on the c a n a l , above a n d be low the 
br idge . H e b u i l t , a n d for m a n y years kept , the o ld E x c h a n g e H o t e l , a wooden b u i l d i n g , 
two stor ies h i g h , at the foot o f M a i n St reet , T h i s house w a s dest royed by fire i n 1853, 
a n d the present b r i c k b u i l d i n g , b e a r i n g the same n a m e , w a s erected b y C a p t a i n W i l l i a m s 
o n the same site. H e w a s also engaged i n the m e r c a n t i l e bus iness i n a store on M a i n 
St reet n e a r l y opposite h i s H o t e l . H e w a s for m a n y years a n A l d e r m a n of the T o w n 
u n d e r the ancien regimt, a n d at the t ime of h is dea th w a s col lector of the t a x - i n - k i n d for 
the Confedera te G o v e r n m e n t . H e w a s k i l l e d i n 1864 b y a m a n n a m e d E c h o l s , w h o died-
soon a f te rwards i n j a i l f rom se l f - in f l ic ted i n j u r i e s . 

Co l . W m . H . Wooding—Born i n P i t t s y l v a n i a C o u n t y , V i r g i n i a , i n 1806. D i e d 
i n D a n v i l l e i n 1872. F o r severa l te rms he w a s a m e m b e r of the H o u s e of De lega tes as 
representa t ive f rom D a n v i l l e a n d P i t t s y l v a n i a C o u n t y , a n d a f te rwards for s e v e r a l terms 
represen ted the P i t t s y l v a n i a S e n a t o r i a l D i s t r i c t i n the Sta te Sena te . F o r some years he 
res ided i n the v i c i n i t y of D a n v i l l e a n d p e r m a n e n t l y set t led i n the T o w n i n 1858. S i n c e 
the w a r he w a s elected a n d served the C i t y as M a y o r d u r i n g s e v e r a l te rms. 

Miss An i l B e n e d i c t — M l B B ^Excellence S m i t h — N o b i o g r a p h i c a l 
m e m o r a n d a of D a n v i l l e w o u l d be comple te w i t h o u t m e n t i o n of these two lad ies who 
have left the impress ion of the i r in f luence upon " t h e t imes i n w h i c h they l i v e d . " T h e 
first n a m e d was for m a n y years the P r i n c i p a l of a large F e m a l e S e m i n a r y on W i l s o n 
S t ree t , at w h i c h m a n y of the mothers a n d g randmothers of m o d e r n D a n v i l l e a n d the 
s u r r o u n d i n g c o u n t r y w e r e educated. M i s s S m i t h w a s the ins t ruc tor i n m u s i c at th is i n ­
s t i tu t ion . B o t h lad ies were na t ives of N o r t h e r n States. T h e b u i l d i n g i n w h i c h the 
S e m i n a r y w a s conducted w a s k n o w n as the B e n e d i c t H o u s e , a n d became a f te rwards the 
ast office of the Confedera te States G o v e r n m e n t . (See page 59, ante.) 

W i l l i a m A y P C S — I s one of D a n v i l l e ' s "o ldest i n h a b i t a n t s , " h a v i n g set t led here 
i n (or about) 1832. H i s o r i g i n a l t rade w a s that o f car r iage upho ls te re r ,bu t he a f te rwards 
engaged i n the confect ionery business. M a n y years before the w a r he began m a n u f a c ­
t u r i n g tobacco a n d w a s one of D a n v i l l e ' s p ioneers i n that i n d u s t r y . T h e n a m e of the 
firm was W m . A y r e s & S o n . I t w a s succeeded i n 1867 b y the firm of G e o , C . & D . A y r e s , 
both m e m b e r s of w h i c h are sons of M r , W m . A y r e s , w h o n o w resides o n W i l s o n Street , 
a n d has reached the a d v a n c e d age of e ighty years . H e w a s a m e m b e r of the T o w n 
C o u n c i l s e v e r a l t imes p r io r to the war , a n d has done m u c h i n m a n y w a y s to b u i l d up the 
t rade a n d indust r ies of D a n v i l l e . 

George C C a b e l l — W a s b o m i n D a n v i l l e , V a . , J a n u a r y 25 , 1837 ; w a s ins t ruc ted 
b y h is father , the la te G e n e r a l B , W . S . C a b e l l , u n t i l twe lve years o f age, a n d f rom that 


